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Maryland Sex Offender
Alert Line
1.866.559.8017
Register your phone number and zip code 
and you will receive a notification call 
when an offender moves into your zip code.

For More Information, Contact:
Sex Offender Registry at 240-773-5445.

FACTS 

•	M ost sex offenders know their 
victims.

•	F ew sexual assaults are reported.
•	W hile most sex offenders are male, 

females also commit sexual crimes.
•	 1 in 5 girls and 1 in 7 boys are 

sexually abused by age 18.

RESOURCES

www.dpscs.state.md.us
Maryland Sex Offender Registry - Search 
for any registered sex offender by name 
or zip code. In addition to the offender’s 
registration information, a photograph 
will also be displayed. This site provides the 
criteria for each offender classification as 
well as the relevant laws.

www.nsopr.gov
The National Sex Offender Registry is a 
public database that provides sex offender 
information and photographs of registered 
sex offenders in the United States based on 
name or zip code.

www.missingkids.com
National Center for Missing & Exploited 
Children (NCMEC) provides services to 
families and professionals nationwide in the 
prevention of abducted, endangered and 
sexually exploited children. It serves as a 
national clearinghouse for information 
about missing and exploited children.



	 	

WHY A SEX OFFENDER REGISTRY? 
In 1995, The Sex Offender Registry was 
created in response to public safety concerns 
about convicted sex offenders living in 
the community. The Registry is a tool that 
is available to the public, law enforcement 
and schools to monitor the whereabouts of 
convicted sex offenders.

WHAT IS THE SORU?

The Montgomery County Police Department’s 
Sex Offender Registry Unit (SORU), is 
responsible for registering and monitoring 
convicted sex offenders and notifying the 
public when a registered sex offender moves 
into the community.

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF
THE SEX OFFENDER REGISTRY?

The purpose of the SORU is two-fold: to 
track and monitor sex offenders; and to 
notify the public when an offender moves 
into the county, with the goal of enhancing 
public safety. The Unit works closely with the 
State’s Attorney’s Office (SAO), Maryland 
State Police (MSP), Parole & Probation 
(P&P), Immigration & Customs Enforcement 
(I.C.E.), Child Protective Services (CPS) and 
others, to manage sex offenders.

WHAT HAPPENS IF AN OFFENDER
FAILS TO REGISTER?

The SORU conducts spot checks of offenders 
to ensure that the offender is in compliance 
with Maryland law.

While most registrants are compliant, others 
may fail to register or may provide false 
information on the Registration Statement 
or to the SORU. If the registrant is non-
compliant, charges can be issued and the  
offender may be found guilty of a misde-
meanor or a felony and may be incarcerated 
or fined.

COMMUNITY NOTIFICATION
AND OUTREACH

The purpose of community notification is to 
protect the public and deter the registrant  
from re-offending. Community notifications 
are made when an offender moves into the 
community. This is accomplished by:

•	D oor-to-door distribution

	 of informational flyers

•	P ublic access to Sex Offender

	 Registry Internet Sites

•	S chool Notification

•	M onthly Multi-Agency Notification

•	C ommunity Meetings

Upon request, the SORU provides presen-
tations to schools, civic associations and 
community groups to educate the public about 
the registry and Internet safety.

 

WHO MUST REGISTER?

Any person convicted of a sex offense, in any 
jurisdiction, must register under one of the 
following categories according to Maryland 
law.

1.	C hild Sex Offender

2.	O ffender

3.	S exually Violent Offender

4.	S exually Violent Predator

Convicted sex offenders living, working or 
attending school in Montgomery County, 
must register in person with the SORU upon 
sentencing or release from jail. Juvenile sex 
offenders are not required to register unless 
convicted as an adult.

Registrants are fingerprinted and photo-
graphed twice per year. In addition, the 
registrant must sign a form acknowledging 
his/her compliance responsibilities.

LENGTH OF REGISTRATION

Most sex offenders must register for life; 
however others, such as those convicted 
of child pornography or a misdemeanor sex 
offense, may only be required to register for 
10 years.
 


